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tinguished by the fact that they are going earnestly about their business, 
not shopping in the stores or walking in the streets with young men, and 
to those nurses the uniform is a protection, although in many cities 
the district nurses go into the very heart of the slums without any dis¬ 
tinguishing costume. 

The wearing of the nurse’s uniform in the street is first of all 
unsanitary for the reasons which we have cited, and it is unprofessional 
because it advertises the occupation of the wearer and makes her con¬ 
spicuous. We think we can truthfully say that the custom is condemned 
by all nurses of the highest ideals. We think it is a matter that should 
be taken up by nurses’ organizations, and we recommend a little news¬ 
paper publicity of such a character that the people will be made to under¬ 
stand the dangers of the practice and that it is only nurses of the second 
and third rate, or no rate at all, who are seen about in street-cars, stores, 
restaurants and theatres in their nursing costume. 


PROGRESS OF STATE REGISTRATION 
New York 

Section 206 of the Nurse Practise Act of New York in effect 
April 7, 1903, contains the following: 

Before beginning to practice nursing every such registered nurse shall 
cause such certificate to be recorded in the county clerk’s office of the county 
of his or her residence, with an affidavit of his or her identity as the person 
to whom the same was so issued, and of his or her place of residence within 
such county. In the month of January, 1906, and in every thirty-sixth 
month thereafter, every registered nurse shall again cause his or her certifi¬ 
cate to be recorded in the said county clerk’s office, with an affidavit of his 
or her identity as the person to whom the same was issued, and of his or her 
place of residence at the time of such registration. 

In section 209. under “Violations of this Article,” we find “ any 
violation of this article shall be a misdemeanor.” 

When any prosecution for violation of this article is made by the New 
York State Nurses Association the fines collected shall be paid to said 

association, and any excess in amount of fine so paid over the expenses in¬ 
curred bv said association in enforcing the provisions of this article shall be 
paid at the end of each year to the Treasurer of the State of New York. 


It has been found that a great many nurses have neglected to comply 
with this condition of the law; large numbers not registering their 
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certificates at all, and many who did register them promptly after 
being received, have failed to re-register in accordance with the require¬ 
ments of the statute in January, 1906. 

In at least one city the county clerk has refused to re-register such 
certificates after the January limit had expired. An appeal to the 
Education Department at Albany has brought the following ruling from 
Dr. Howard J. Rogers, First. Assistant Commissioner of Education, in a 
letter addressed to Miss Sophia F. Palmer, President of the State 
Board of Nurse Examiners, in which he says: 

In reply to your communication of February 9 asking for a ruling on the 
matter of the re-registration of nurses during the month of January, 1906, as 
required by section 200 of the public health law, I beg to state as follows after 
a consultation with the Attorney-General: 

The clause requiring that every registered nurse shall in the month of 
January, 1906, and every thirty-sixth month thereafter again cause his or her 
certificate to be recorded in the county clerk’s office, etc., is directory in its 
terms and no penalty attaches if the re-registration is not made. Further, the 
county clerks of the various counties may within a reasonable time after 
January 31, 1906, accept and record re-registrations under this act. 

On the other hand, if a nurse does not record his or her certificate again, 
as required by the statute, within a reasonable length of time, they cannot use 
the letters E. N. after their names or claim to be a registered nurse within the 
meaning of the said law. Should they without such re-registration continue to 
use this title, or to so term themselves, they would be guilty of a misdemeanor 
and could be proceeded against under section 209 of the law. 

Our understanding of the matter is that it will be the duty of the 
New York State Nurses’ Association at the regular April meeting to 
call for an investigation through the county associations of the manner 
in which the conditions of the law are being complied with in regard to 
the registering and re-registering of certificates with the county clerk. 

The terms of the waiver will have expired and the full conditions 
of the law will then go into effect. 

All organizations affiliated with the state association should in the 
meantime take this matter up, appoint a committee to examine the 
books of the county clerk and notify delinquent members of the penalty 
of prolonged delay. 

Having secured the passage of the Nursing Act it is certainly the 
duty of the state association through its members to see that every 
condition which it contains is fully enforced. 

An Attack upon the New York Law. The New York State 
nurses are in a little flurry of excitement over a bill introduced by 
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Senator Cooper on February 19th, known as Senate bill No. 462, which 
has for its object the repeal of the Armstrong bill which became a law 
April 27th, 1903, and the establishment of a Commission for the regula¬ 
tion of the practice of nursing, to be composed of three medical gentle¬ 
men drawing the modest salaries of 7500, 4500 and 4000 respectively, 
with a board of five examiners, composed also of physicians. 

This bill was also introduced into the House by Assemblyman 
Dowling on the 21st and the promoter of the bill, if we are rightly 
informed, is a Dr. Edward E. Hicks of Brooklyn. 

After providing liberally for offices both in Albany and New York, 
and a paid clerical force, the duties of the Commission are outlined in 
detail. We give only those most important for want of space. 

The Commission is to inspect at least once a year all training 
schools or institutions which may be in any way connected with a train¬ 
ing school; to supervise the training of all student nurses in such train¬ 
ing schools, regulating the hours of service, rest and recreation, to 
receive and remedy complaints made bv any pupil, nurse or official or 
any citizen concerning the administration of such training schools; to 
formulate a curriculum of study and to make rules and regulations 
governing the examination of student nurses and the granting of 
diplomas to the same. 

The said Board shall hold and conduct examinations of applicants 
for licenses to practice nursing, all applicants of whatever class having 
first to pass an examination before being granted this license. 

Candidates for the Board of Examiners are to be nominated to the 
governor for appointment by the Medical Society of the State of New 
York and the Homeopathic Medical Society, according to the terms of 
this bill, but we do not understand that this provision is in any sense 
or in any way authorized by either Society. 

In opposing this measure the nurses will have the support of the 
legislative committee of the Medical Society of the State of New York, 
and of all training schools, which if this measure were to become a law 
would be deprived of all independent management of their own institu¬ 
tions, and of the more liberal and intelligent men and women of the 
State who gave their active support to the passage of the Armstrong 
Bill, the administration of which law by the Regents of the University 
of the State of New York has proved to be of even greater value than 
was anticipated. 

We cannot deny that there may be abuses existing in some schools, 
such as long hours, poor accommodations, unsatisfactory food and unjust 
treatment of a pupil at the hands of an arbitrary superintendent, but 
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all of such abuses will be remedied in time through the educating in¬ 
fluence of the Armstrong statute as it is being administered through 
the Education Department at Albany. 

The Cooper bill providing as it does liberal salaries for so many 
men is certainly suggestive of politics and graft when compared with 
the modest expenses which are entailed by the Education Department 
and the Nurses’ Board of Examiners in the administration of the 
present law. From 1800 to 2000 dollars per year would cover the 
salaries paid the examiners and the clerical duties are largely per¬ 
formed by the regular force of the Education Department. 

Mrs. Marian D. Brockway, 182 West 73d Street, New York, the 
chairman of the legislative committee of the New York State Nurses’ 
Association, is calling upon the legislative committee of the affiliated 
societies throughout the State for cooperation in opposing the Cooper 
bill. Let all be active in oposing this most pernicious measure. 

Maryland. The report of the Maryland meeting shows a splendid 
professional spirit among the members. Miss Nutting declined to be 
nominated for re-election and was succeeded by Miss M. C. Packard 
(Massachusetts General), who has been identified with nursing affairs in 
Baltimore for many years. The Maryland report should be read with 
care as it is full of helpful suggestions. 

In this State an amendment is before the legislature to compel 
the recognition of training schools which continue the practice of send¬ 
ing pupils out to earn money for the hospital, the old worn out plea 
of nurses for the deserving poor being the reason given instead of the 
honest statement that the law as it stands interferes with the com¬ 
mercial interests of a certain class of hospitals. This measure is being 
vigorously opposed by the Maryland State Nurses Association and the 
supporters of the existing law, and we cannot believe sucli an amend¬ 
ment can be carried to a successful issue. This question will un¬ 
doubtedly be settled before our next issue. 

Iowa. In Iowa the bill now before the legislature is receiving 
much opposition and as we go to press the chances for success or failure 
seem to be about even. 

The attitude of the medical profession is generally favorable 
throughout the State and the Senate Committee have reported in favor 
of the bill with a Nurse Board of Examiners, but there is much opposi¬ 
tion to be overcome in both houses and what the result will be when 
the final vote is taken no one can say. 
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No law is better than a bad law and we have reason to believe that 
the Iowa nurses will withdraw their bill rather than accept one of poor 
standards. 

Massachusetts. In Massachusetts the bill is again before the 
legislature the fate of which will probably be known before our next 
issue We understand that some undesirable concessions have been 
made in this bill and we are inclined to think that defeat may be more 
to be desired than success. 

Indiana. In Indiana Miss Lizzie M. Cox, one of the Board of 
Examiners, has been appointed inspector of training schools, and will 
visit every school in the State during the year. 

The law is being administered in a very satisfactory manner. 

The next regular meeting of the Board of Examiners or Commis¬ 
sion as it is called in Indiana, will be July 2, when officers for the 
year will be elected and a standard of education for training schools to 
be accounted in good standing determined. An examination will also 
be held at this time. 

Miss Minnie S. Tye is the president of the “ Commission ” and not 
Mrs. Fournier, as we stated in a recent issue. Mrs. Fournier is the 
president of the Indiana State Nurses Association. 


WORK OF THE RED CROSS 

Miss Maisel Boardxian of Washington, D. C-, a member of the 
National Red Cross Executive Committee, made a tour across New York 
State early in the month, giving addresses at Albany, Utica, Syracuse, 
Rochester, and Buffalo, in which she gave an outline history of the Red 
Cross origin and development in different countries. 

In Rochester she gave a special talk to the nurses of the city upon 
invitation of the Monroe County Registered Nurses' Association, and 
the assembly-room of the beautiful nurses' home of the City Hospital 
was thrown open for the occasion. More than one hundred nurses had 
the pleasure of listening to Miss Boardman, who dwelt at length upon 
the importance of the nurse’s place in the reorganization of the Red 
Cross Society of the United States. She emphasized the high standards 
that will be required of nurses who are enrolled for this service as 
regards character, technical skill, and health, and stated that it had been 
agreed that in case of war the Red Cross nurses were to be the army 
nurses. 



